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Parti. 

Rejection(s) discussed: 
None 

Claims discussed: 
1, 9, 17, 21, 26 and 34 

Prior art documents discussed: 
None 

Part II. 

SUBSTANCE OF INTERVIEW DESCRIBING THE GENERAL NATURE OF WHAT WAS DISCUSSED: 

The interview was conducted and significant amendments were considered that placed the application in condition for 
allowance. Elements of claim 9 were incorporated into claim 1 and parallel changes were made for all the other independent claims. 

Part III. 

S It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview, since the interview 
directly resulted in the allowance of the application. The examiner will provide a written summary of the substance 
of the interview in the Notice of Allowability. 

□ It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview, since the interview 
did not result in resolution of all issues. A brief summary by the examiner appears in Part II above. 
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September 28, 2006. 

/David Victor/ 

David W. Victor 



PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 

Applicants submit these proposed amendments to place the case in condition for 
allowance. Applicants have added the requirements of claims 9, 21, and 34 to claims 1,17, and 
26 and edited these claims for clarity. Applicants further propose amendments to the dependent 
claims to conform to the amendments made to the base claims. 
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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

processing a file request to add op e rat e on a target file that is dir e ct e d to a file system; 

determining whether a rule specifies a file attribute indicating a file type attribute 
satisfied by the target file; 

in response to determining that the target file satisfies the file type attribute of the 
determined rule, determining whether a condition concerning a size threshold specified by the 
determined rule is satisfied; 

in response to determining that the condition is satisfied, performing an action specified 
by the determined rule , wherein the action comprises blocking the request to add the target file to 
the file system ; and 

forwarding the file request to the file system to add the target file to the file system 
[[execute]] if the specified condition concerning the size threshold is not satisfied rul e do e s not 
inhibit th e fil e r e qu e st . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein determining whether one 
rule specifies the file attribute comprises processing file attributes associated with the target file 

to determine whether the file attributes [[include]] are included in the rule. 

» 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein determining whether the rule specifies 
the file attribute comprises: 

processing a rules database including a plurality of rules, where each rule indicates a file 
attribute, a condition, and an action performed if the condition and file attribute are satisfied. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the rules in the rules database 
implement space management, security, and data protection policies. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein a plurality of rules apply to the file 
request to determine whether to execute multiple actions in response to the file request. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein [[the]] a file attribute of 
[[the]] at least one additional rule is used to apply [[the]] an action specified in the at least one 
additional rule to files having at least one of a plurality of [[the]] attributes comprising: a file 
name, a file directory, a fil e siz e , a file typ e , and an application originating the request. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein at least one additional rule 
specifies a [[the]] condition sp e cifi e d by th e d e t e rmin e d rul e is used to apply [[the]] an action 
specified in the at least one additional rule when [[a]] the condition is satisfied , wherein the 
condition in the at least one additional rule comprises [[comprising]] at least one of [[the]] a 
plurality of conditions [[of]] comprising : a source of the file request originating from a specified 
application; a user initiating the file request specified as an authorized user; and available space 
in a storage system including the target file having a minimum available space ; and a file siz e 
e xc ee ding a thr e shold fil e siz e. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein [[the]] an attribute and 
condition specified in at least one additional [[the]] rule check whether an application originating 
the file request is an authorized application, wherein [[the]] an action specified by the at least one 
additional rule blocks the file request if the application is not authorized or passes the file request 
to the file system to execute if the application is authorized. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the processing of the file request and 
the rule is performed by a program executing in a kernel of an operating system to process all 
requests directed to the file system, wherein the program comprises an extension of the file 
system. 

11. (Canceled) 
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12. (Canceled) 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Canceled 

15. (Canceled 

16. (Canceled 

17. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 
a file system including a plurality of files; 

means for processing a file request to add op e rat e on a target file that is dir e ct e d to the 
file system; 

means for determining whether a rule specifies a file attribute indicating a file type 
attribute satisfied by the target file; 

means for determining, in response to determining that the target file satisfies the file 
type attribute of the determined rule, whether a condition concerning a size threshold specified 
by the determined rule is satisfied; 

means for performing, in response to determining that the condition is satisfied, an action 
specified by the determined rule , wherein the action comprises blocking the request to add the 
target file to the file system ; and 

means for forwarding the file request to add the target file to the file system to e x e cut e if 
the specified condition concerning the size threshold is not satisfied rul e do e s not inhibit th e fil e 
r e qu e st . 

1 8. (Original) The system of claim 17, wherein the means for determining whether 
the rule specifies the file attribute performs: 

processing a rules database including a plurality of rules, where each rule indicates a file 
attribute, a condition, and an action performed if the condition and file attribute are satisfied. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein the rules in the rules database 
implement space management, security, and data protection policies. 
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20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 17, wherein [[the]] an attribute and 
condition specified in [[the]] at least one additional rule check whether an application originating 
the file request is an authorized application, wherein [[the]] an action specified by the at least one 
additional rule blocks the file request if the application is not authorized or passes the file request 
to the file system to execute if the application is authorized. 

21. (Canceled) 

22. (Original) The system of claim 17, wherein the means for processing the file 
request and the rule comprises a program executing in a kernel of an operating system that 
process all requests directed to the file system, wherein the program comprises an extension of 
the file system. 

23. (Canceled 

24. (Canceled 

25. (Canceled 

26. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture for processing a file request to 
operate on a target file that is directed to a file system, wherein the article of manufacture causes 
operations to be performed, the operations comprising: 

processing a file request to add a target file to a file system; 

determining whether a rule specifies a file attribute indicating a file type attribute 
satisfied by the target file; 

in response to determining that the target file satisfies the file type attribute of the 
determined rule, determining whether a condition concerning a size threshold specified by the 
determined rule is satisfied; 

in response to determining that the condition is satisfied, performing an action specified 
by the determined rule , wherein the action comprises blocking the request to add the target file to 
the file system ; and 
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forwarding the file request to the file system to add the target file to the file system te 
ex e cut e if the specified condition concerning the size threshold is not satisfied rul e do e s not 
inhibit th e fil e r e qu e st . 

27. (Currently Amended) The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein 
determining whether one rule specifies the file attribute comprises processing file attributes 
associated with the target file to determine whether the file attributes [[include]] are included in 
the rule. 

28. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein determining whether 
the rule specifies the file attribute comprises: 

processing a rules database including a plurality of rules, where each rule indicates a file 
attribute, a condition, and an action performed if the condition and file attribute are satisfied. 

29. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 28, wherein the rules in the rules 
database implement space management, security, and data protection policies. 

30. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 28, wherein a plurality of rules 
apply to the file request to determine whether to execute multiple actions in response to the file 
request. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein [[the]] a 
file attribute of [[the]] at least one additional rule is used to apply [[the]] an action specified in 
the at least one additional rule to files having at least one of [[the]] a plurality of attributes 
comprising: a file name, a file directory, a fil e s iz e , a fil e typ e , and an application originating the 
request. 

32. (Currently Amended) The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein at least one 
additional rule specifies a [[the]] condition specifi e d by th e d e termin e d rul e is used to apply 
[[the]] an action specified in the at least one additional rule when [[a]] the condition is satisfied^ 
wherein the condition comprises [[comprising]] at least one of [[the]] a plurality of conditions 



Page 6 of 8 



Serial No. 10/681,557 
Docket No. SJO920030050US1 
Firm No. 0037.0053 

[[of|] comprising : a source of the file request originating from a specified application; a user 
initiating the file request specified as an authorized user; and available space in a storage system 
including the target file having a minimum available space ; and a fil e siz e e xc ee ding a thr es hold 
file siz e. 

33. (Currently Amended) The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein [[the]] an 
attribute and condition specified in at least one additional [[the]] rule check whether an 
application originating the file request is an authorized application, wherein [[the]] an action 
specified by the at least one additional rule blocks the file request if the application is not 
authorized or passes the file request to the file system to execute if the application is authorized. 

34. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein the file request is to 
add the target file to the file system, and wherein the attribute and condition specified in the rule 
check whether the target file is of a specified type and size threshold, wherein the action blocks 
the file request to add the target file if the specified type and size threshold is exceed or passes 
the file request to the file system to execute if the specified type is satisfied and the specified size 
threshold is not satisfied. 

35. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 26, wherein the processing of the 
file request and the rule is performed by a program executing in a kernel of an operating system 
to process all requests directed to the file system, wherein the program comprises an extension of 
the file system. 

36. (Canceled 

37. (Canceled) 

38. (Canceled 

39. (Canceled 

40. (Canceled 

41. (Canceled 
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The attorney of record invites the Examiner to contact him at (310) 553-7977 if the 
Examiner believes such contact would advance the prosecution of the case. 

Dated: September 28, 2006 Bv: /David Victor/ 

David W. Victor 
Registration No. 39,867 

Please direct all correspondences to: 
David Victor 

Konrad Raynes & Victor, LLP 
3 1 5 South Beverly Drive, Ste. 2 1 0 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212 
Tel: 310-553-7977 
Fax: 310-556-7984 
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